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UPSHUR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT 
gIl-MER, TEXAS 

March 7, 1977 

Commissioner's Court met in Special Session with J.W. Meadows, Charles Still, 
Floyd Drennan and Judge Everett Dean present • 

• Judge Dean read the minutes of the FebruarY 28, 1977 meetinR. A motion was 
made by Charles Still that the minutes be approved when amended to read that 
District Attorney ~et the cost of repair of breathalyzer instead of seekin~ 
prices on a new one. Floyd Drennan seconded the motion. Motion carried. ' 

Mrs. Gladys Robinson, Mrs. Faye Leonard, Mrs. Johnny Pool, Mrs. Mildred MabelT)' 
and Mrs. Frankie Lindley, members of the Beautification Committee, met wi th 
the court. They asked the court if they would have the stumps removed from the 
courthouse lawn and also talked of planting of the flower beds and puttin~ out 
pecan trees. Floyd Drennan made a motion, seconded by J.W. Meadows, that the 
stumps be removed. ~btion carried. 

Frank Calvert, Gilmer citizen, met with the court and asked the court if a 
Special Investigator had been hired for the District Attorney, and if so, why 
he was hired as they already have a man for this job. After commentin~ for 
some time • he thanked the court for their time. 

A motion was made by Charles Still, seconded by J.W. Meadows, to approve a 
permit application from Nelson St. Andry to place a culvert on ROW of County 
Road, Crepe Myrtle. ~btion carried. (Permit attached) 

A motion was made by.J.W. Meadows, seconded by Floyd Drennan, to approve a 
permit application from B.W. Haynes to place a driveway culvert on ROW of 
Pleasant Trail in Upshur County. Motion carried. (Permit attached) 

A motion was made by J. W. Meadows, seconded by Charles Still, to approve a 
Special Road Use Permit for Bill TUcker to use Poinsetta Road in Precinct '2 
while removing timber. Motion carried. (permit attached) 

A motion was made by Charles Still, seconded hy J.W. Meadows, to approve a 
Resolution Approving the Operation of a Training and Educational Program 
in Upshur County by East Texas Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. ~btion 
carried. 

Commissioner, Charles Still, read a letter to the court for their approval to 
be sent to Mr. G.R. Lilly, Division Engineer, St. Louis-Southwestern Railroad, 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. This letter called the railroad's attention to the 
condition of several railroad grade crossings in the south part of Upshur 
County, the most critical crossing beinp, at the Suffock Community south of 
Gilmer. Charles Still made a motion, seconded by J.W. ~readows, to place 
a copy of this letter in the court minutes. Motion carried. (copy attached) 

Charles Still introduced a Resolution to the court for theit' adoption. This 
resolution \IIOuld urp,e the legislature to h.l<;ten and enact lIouse Bill No. 1036, 
introduced by Buck Florence, to grant some derree of financial relief to the 
counties. Mr. Still made a motion, seconded by Floyd Drennan, to adopt 
this Resolution and pll1ce a copy of it, along with copy of II.B. No. 1036, in 
the Court Minutes. ~btion carried. (copies attached) 
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Keith Barber, (bunty Auditor, made a report to the court on two insurance 
policies whose premiums needed to be paid. He had deducted collision on 
them. One policy was for precinct '3 and the other for Precinct 14. Floyd 
Drennan made a motion, seconded by Charles Still, to pay the premiums on 
these policies. MOtion carried. 

Sherry Kubicki, with Computer Election Systems of Dallas, met with the 
court to show and explain how the Vote-A-Matic punch card machine worked. 
After demonstrating the machine, she estimated the cost to the county for 
this machine would be approximately $25,000.00. Judge Dean said he knew 
our voting system needed updating but he also knew of our finances too. 
Mrs. Kubicki will send a finn proposal on the voting machine to the (burt. 
No action was taken. 

----~----- ------ -----.------ ---- -
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PE~IT APPLICATION FOR 
l1SE OF 'lPSI-lUR CO~JNTY RTGHT OF WAY 

TO: 'T'lJE Tn'S'l'T'R C01'NTY COMM TSSTONERS COURT 
00 T'N 'rY C' F tIPS WTR 
GTr.~ER, T"'X<\S 

.. 

li'ormal notioe is hereby given that_ Nelson 51;, Andl'Y 

whose prtncinal address 1s_ 406 Rolston st,. Irwing. 'rexas 7506a 

does pronose to l'lace a Culvert ./>-: 
------~~~~~/~p.~~~7~:~f.~~~~~.~~------

wi thIn the ROW of County Road ~ Road 

as follows: 

~ ".., -' .... ,-
,'" 

"" ""c... 
~ 

::;<:. 
c:::?' 
-0 ..... 

I ~~ =r:. r= 
-.J -,- r'l 

- ... ;:- C-.:: 

• ~c_ - • _, ~.J 

- ~ 

a ..:; 

U"I 

'T'he location and descrintion of t~e pro~osed lines or 

anpertenances 1s more fu]]y shown by three (3) oopies of 

drawtnp,s attached to this apnlioation, . 
All work wI]l be as directed by the County Commissionel' or 

his dpsignate in full accordance wIth T~shur County qoad ~ 

~ridge DenartMent nolloips and specifications, 

Proposed construction will beg'n, if apnroved, on or after 

TT'rLE: _______________ _ 

ADr,RF.SS: ____________ ~---,-------------

--_._----------.------ --~-----.- - -_. 
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PERMIT APPLICATION FOR 
USE OF TTPSHUR COUNTY RTGHT OF WAY 

Date~- ~ 2 7 

TO: 1''1E TTPS'n'R C(,TlNTY COMMISSTONERS COURT 
COT!NTY OF lTPSHTJR ~ ..., 
GILMER, TH:X4S ~. ~ 

"'ot'TTIal notice is hereby given that d?7~· ~~d' 
:#: 

-~ 

whose principal address Is~/~ ~~tg 
does propose to nlace a .' ~~~~ 
within the ROW of County Roa~~~~ -< 

as follows: yr 

• 

The location and description of the pro~osed lines or 

apnertenances is ,more fully shown by three (3) copies of 

drawin~s attached to this annlication. 

All work will be as directed by the County Commissioner or 

his des1.gnate in full accordance with ITpshur County Road PI

~rirlge Denartment policies and specifications. 

Proposed construction wil] beg~n, if approved, on or after 

TtTIJE: _______________________ -__________ _ 

ADr,RESS:~-----------------------------

. ~ _________ ~~----_~._~-~_r-----,.fj .... '~ .. d._ ....... " ~ 
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Mr. a Mrw. B. W. Ho,.. 
13\ Qw<M C ...... 

lAIII' ...... TX 75604-
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SPECIAL ROAD USE AGREEMENT CONTRACT 
1:0 
"'" C"":) .... .-

~ 

;: ~c-
~ C:::C::o 

-cj' 
I r...., :::::c !:!l 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF UPSHUR I KNOW AU. MEN BY THESE PRESENTS""-l §Fa 
;g CJC-== '-=- z The undersigned, __ ~B~i~l~l~T~u~c~k~e~r~ ______________ ~e~ __ ;~' 
Co.) 

hereinafter referred to as First Party, enters into and makes 

an agreement wi th Upshur 'County Commissioner of Preoinct NO.~, 

Upshur County, Texas, and in order to get .material to market 

it Is necesss/y to use a portion of Upshur County roads located 

in Precinct No. ~, over which Commissioner has jurisdiction 

and obligation to maint~in in good repair and both parties 

being aware of possible damage to said roads as a result of 

hauling on and over same enter into the following agreement. 

1. 

First Party agrees to use only that section of 

(des cr ibe road) Poinsetts Rosd 

2. 

First Party agrees to use its vehicles in such a 

manner as not to block or interfere with other traffio on said 

road so that said road will be open to travel by the public 

a tall time s • 

). 

First Party agrees to grade, maintain and otherwise 

repair saId road using its own equipment, Isbor and materials, 

if any needed, during the duration of time that First Party 

1s removing timber trom its lands located 

in Precinct No. 2 ,Upshur County. 

First Party agrees to put said road back into the 

same condition as it was prior to the commencement of hauling 

operations on the part of FIrst Party. 

----.---------------------------
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5. 
;;' ·F1r~party agrees to post suret.,. bond in the amount 

of 5 tt:>?> - 'to Upshur County CommissionArs Court to 

insure per'formance of agreement. 

6. 

Nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver by the 

Commissioner of the authority granted him by Article 6716, 

V.A.C.S., but the rights and authori ty granted the Commissioner 

by the terms or Article 6716, V.A.C.S. ore expressly reaorved 

by the Commissioner in the event First Party fails to abide 

by the conditions above set forth. 

WITNESS our hands this the _..:..7_ day of March 

A.D. 19 77 • 

----r 

-
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A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE OPERATION 

OF A TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM IN Upshur COUNTY 

BY EAST TEXAS COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE 
w 
--' ::; 
.... rn 

X ~~ 
WHEREAS, East Texas Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse ~ =~ 

• ~::I:=:! 
-.J 2i=;:;; proposes to operate a training and educational project in "",r-c:> 

, ~ ~~ 
Upshur County during the July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1971L'~' 

•• -< 
o -< 

time period, and ~ 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Gourt of .Upshur county 

SupPQrts this proposal and desires these services for its 

citizens; now therefore: 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF Upshur 

COUNTY, STATE OF TEXAS: 

THAT aforementioned activities of East Texas Council on 

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse are hereby approved in __ ~U.p~s~h~u~~ __ 

County and that the Texas Department of Community Affairs 

should be so informed . 

. 
READ AND APPROVED This __ 71-.-_ Day of March • 1977 • 

--..--

-- ~-- •. ;r' 
• I~' • 

'I 
I 

1 

I 



-----.-----

• ... Jt 
~--------------------------

, . 

:1 

, .~ .. 

_.:...of 7,--PG. 21v 

EAST TEXAS COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE 

Judge Everett 
P. O. Box 790 
Gilmer, Texas 

621 North Fourth, SUite 23 • longview, Texas 75601 • 214/753-7633 

February 28, 1977 

Dean 

75644 

Dear Judge Dean: 

This agency is in the process of making a grant proposal to 
Texas Department of Community Affairs/Drug Abuse Prevention 
for funds to insure a continuing drug abuse educational and 
effort in our overall programming in East Texas. 

~ M - ::;:; 
~ ~~ 

the:'" !;;!"' ..... 
Div~i~::;:; 
traininC"'" 
~ ~~ 

The matching funds for this project have already been provided ~ 
your local United Way or local funds campaign. We can serve yo~ 
communities without any additional cost if we can obtain the TDCA 
funds. 

Since the bids for these limited funds are highly competitive, you 
can be of great support in our effort if your commissioner's court 
would agree to adoption of the simple enclosed resolution. 

= --

Local support, especially from elected officials, is most important. 
We hope you will want to bring this before the court at its next 
meeting and we look forward to a favorable reply. 

Should you have any questions, please 
"0" and asking for Enterprise 65083. 
Renee' Smith, can also be of help. 

call me (toll free) by dialing 
In my absence our planner, 

Thank you for all your courtesies to this agency. 

Sincerely, 

~z:d--~ 
Fain Williams 
Executive Director 

FW/jp 

Enclosures 

, , 

Regional Alcoholism Authority - State Planning Region 8 - Regional Drug Abuse Council 
Anderson - Camp - Cherokee - Gregg .. HarrilOn ....... nderson • Marlon .. Panola .. "aina .. Rusk - SmIth· Upshur .. Van ZAndI - Wood 

-'. '" -,. 
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UPSHUR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COUBT 
!:a ..., 

lilILoNER. TEX.. -- ::;:; 
~ ~~ 
$0 c::. ...,., , ;;;~~ 
-I ~F~ March 7, 1977 ....., ....,"
% c::>?' 

.:::: 
~ S 
g 

Mr. G.R. Lilly 
Division Engineer 
St. Louis-Southwestern Railroad 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Dear Mr. Lilly: 

The Commissioners Court of Upshur County wishes to call to your 
attention the condition of several railroad grade crossings in the 
south part of Upshur County. The crossings are at times allowed to 
deteriorate to the condition that crossing with our modern day 
automobiles and trucks is almost an impossibility. 

The most critical of these being at the Suffock Community south of 
Gilmer. One, the North crossing. has a curve in the rail line going 
north with very limited visibility to the north. When this crossing 
is allowed to deteriorate to the point of having difficulty crossing 
the track with a vehicle, it poses a very serious safety problem. 

However the most serious problem is in the South crossing at Suffock. 
There has been recently a very serious train-truck collision at this 
crossing. The visibility to the south on the railroad R.O.I'I. is 
such that this crossing cannot be made with any degree of safety by 
a truck, truck and trailer, or a school bus. This crossing is on a 
regularly scheduled bus route. This particular crossing is so narrow 
that a truck and trailer combination cannot cross from either direction 
without the rear wheels of the trailer being completely off the material 
between the tracks and in all actuality must jump both tracks with the 
trailer wheels. 

We have another problem with this crossing. Approximately 150 feet 
south of this crossing a culvert that drains water from the St.Louis· 
Southwestern R.O.W. goes under the County road. A defect in this 
culvert keeps a large cavity in ditch line of County Road. This hole 
is within six inches of said road and is definitely a safety hazard to 
all traffic • 

... 
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Please direct your immediate attention to these problem crossings 
to prevent any further loss of property and perhaps prevent loss 
of lives at these Grade Crossings. 

Mr. R.L. Hillis, the present Roadmaster, has been very cooperative 
in every respect and we feel he has made very effort possible to 
better these situations. We feel however we need some additional 
help in these matters. 

Yours very truly, 

~ .... 
~ 

~ , 
-.I 

..,., 
:s: -" 
0) 
c.o 

=~~~~~~~=~~~~~-~~~~=~-~~~~~~~---~ge COiIIiIissioner, Piecmct Wi 

cc: Robert W. Tucker, Tax Agent 
St. Louis-Southwestern Railway 
1517 W. Front St. 
Tyler, Texas 

cc: R.L. Hillis, Roadmaster 
St. Louis-Southwestern Railway 
1517 W. Front St. 
Tyler, Texas 

cc: Harry R. Heard, District Attorney 
Upshur County 
P.O. Box 845 
Gilmer, Texas 75644 
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UPSHUR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT 

mlL-MItR. TEX •• 

Karoh 7. 1977 

The C ol1lIl11ss1oners Court ot Upshur Count,. met in speoial 
session at 9:00 A. K. on March 7. 1977. 

The tollowing resolution:was introduced for adoption: 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS the operation of the lateral road s,.stem 
in UPshur Count,. is one ot the most expensive funo
tions of count,. government. and 

CD 
-0 .... 
::JC 
~ 

I 
-.j 

-T'I 
::JC 

":':' 
0 
W 

WHERlUS the county. b,. state law cannot share equitabl,. 
with the state in the growth of road use taxes. 
and must now depend on propert,. tax growth tor any 
further road revenues. and 

WHEREAS normal maintenance cost has risen in the 
past tive years in t~e following manner, 

Labor----- 7~ 
Road 011-- 25~ 
Steel Culverts---20o,( 
Fuel------15o,( 
R. O. W. Costs (Count,. Requirements)---20~ 
and • 

WHEREAS we reel the county's share ot the automobile 
registration tees has become completely irrelevant 
to U~8hur County needs, and, 

WHEREAS the State of Texas" share ot automobile regis
tration tees has risen 66~ in twenty ,.ears while the 
county's share has risen onl,. 10~. It is now at the 
maximum by 8~ate law, and cannot under present law be 
changed. 

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved b,. the Commissioners 
Court ot Upshur Count,.. Texas, that we urge the legis
lature to hasten and enaot House Bill No. 1036. intro
duced by Buok Florenoe, to grant some degree or finan
cial relief to the counties. (Cop,. of bIll attaohed.) 

C"> 
::;; 
~!'-
e~ .......... 
rn::t-::r:-r-c::Fr-1 
;;0 = 
g?;i 
= :z: -.... 

~~~~~ 
Judge Omm~~~~ 

cc/Dolph Briscoe 
cc/Buck Florence 
cc/B1l1 Clayton 
co/Pe,.ton McKnight 
cc/Chairman and a.11 members ot House Intergovernmental Committee 
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H.B. No. 103(" 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT 

- -- -------

1 

2 

3 

4 

related to the disposition of funds from the collection of vehicle 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

license fees by counties in the State of Texas; amending Section 

10, Acta 1929, 41st Legialature, 2nd C.S., p. 172, Ch. 88 as 

amended (Article 6675a-10 Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes) and 

Section 11, Acts 1929. 41st Legialature. 2nd C.S., p. 172, Ch. 88. 

(Article 6675a-ll Vernon's Texas Civil Stetutes); and declaring 

an emergency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: I 
Section 1. Section 10, Acts 1929. 41st Legislature. 2nd C'S'1 

p. 172. Ch. 88. (Article 6675a-10 Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), 

as amended. is amended to reaa as follows: 

13 "On Honday of each week each County Tax Collector shall 

14 deposit in the County Depository of his County to the credit of 

15 the County Road and Bridge Fund an amount equal to one hundred 

16 per cent (100%) of net collections made hereunder during the 

17 preceding week until the amount so deposited for the current 

18 calendar year shall have reached a total sum of [P*~~y-~heaeefti 

19 Be~~a~e-~$5eTeee~.] Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars 

20 ($250,000). 

21 "Thereafter. and until tha amount so deposited for the year 

23 ~fteae.fte-Be~~.re-~$~~§Teee~] Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 

24 ($500,000) he shall deposit to the credit of said Fund on Honday 

25 of each week an amount equal to fifty per cent (50%) of 

26 collections made hereunder during the preceding week. 

27 "Thereafter he sball make no furtber deposits to the credit 

---
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1 jof said Fund during that calendar Year. All collections made 

2 during any week under the provisions of this Act in excess of the 

3 amounts required to be deposited to the credit of the Road and 

4 Bridge Fund of his County shall be remitted by each County Tax 

5 Collector on each Monday of the succeeding week to the State 

6 Highway Department together with carbon copies of each license 

7 receipt issued hereunder du~ing the preceding week. He shall also 

8 on Monday of each week remit to the Department. as now provided 

9 by law, all transfer fees and chauffeurs' license fees collected 

lO by him during the preceding week. together with carbon copies of 

II all receipts issued for said fees during the week. 

12 "He shall also accompany all remittances to the Highway 

l3 Department with,a complete report of such collections made and 

14 disposition made thereof. the form and contents of said report to 

15 be prescribed by the State Highway Department. None of the moneys 

16 so placed to the credit of the Road and Bridge Fund of a county 

17 shall be used to pay the salary or compensation of any County 

18 Judge or County Commissioner, but all said moneys shall be used 

19 for the construction and maintenance of lateral roads in such 

20 county under the supervision of the County Engineer, if there be 

21 one, and if there is no such engineer. then the County 

22 Commissioners Court shall have authority to command the services 

23 of the District Engineer or Resident Engineer of the State 

24 

25 

Highway Department for the purposes of supervising the 

construction and survey1ng of lateral road. in their respective 

26 counties. All funds allocated to the counties by the provision. 

27 of this Act may be ue.d by the counties in the peyment of 

-- --.-.--------------------~---------
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1 oblig.'lti:>ns', if mw, issued and incurred in the constr.'.lcti.on of 
, 

2 the improvement of all roads, 1.nclud1.~g State ~i'tr.heay8 of stich 

3 counties and districts there1.n; or thg improve'!lent of the roads 

4 cOl'lprisi..ng the county rond system; 01' for the pU!"pose oi; 

5 constructing ne-" roads, or in aid thereof." 

6 Section 2. Section 11, Acts 1929, 41st Lagislatu,=e, 2nd 

7 ~IC.S., p. 172, Ch. 88, (Article 667511-11 Vernon's Te'XRS Civtt 
I 

8 Stat\.\tes), as amended, is al'lende,:l to read as follows: 

9 "As compensation for his services under the provisions of 
-

10 I this c,,1d other 1a\-1s relating to the regi.stration of vehicles. c'lch 
i 

11 I County Tax Asec3Ror-Collector shall receive a uaiform fee of 

12 I [Soj;ltt::t-~~.,e-GeftU-·Hs~tl One Dollsr ($1.00) for each of the [Hf'''t: 

13 J foj;.,e-~ho~aoftd-i5~9getl receipt~ issued by him each year pursuant 

14 I to said lsws; he-eh8ii-~eee~.,e-e-~ft~£Of'M-£ee-o£-F*£~y-f*.,e-Seft~e-
15 I ~5;~t-fo~-eeeh-o£-the-ftelte-~eft-tho~oefta-~i9T9get-reee*po-eo 
16 I i56Hed~-anJ-e-fl~oj;forM-fee-of-r'fe,-6en~~-~5e.t-fof'-ev~h-of-~he 

17 D8iaftee-of-eeid-yeeeip~e-ee-*88Hed-d~~*ft&-ehe-yeftf'TJ Said 

18 compensation shall be deducte4 weekly by each County Tax Assessor-

19 Collector from the gross collection made pursuant to this Act and 

20 other laws relating to registration of vehic!es. Out of the 

21 compensation so allowed the County Tax Assessor-Collectors, it is 

22 hereby expressly provided and required that they shall psy the 

23 enlirc expense of issuinn all license receipts and license plates 

24 issued pursuant hereto. It ,i& further provided that the County 

25 Tax Assessors-Collectors may collect an additional service charge 

26 of One Dollar ($1.00) from each applicant desiring to register or 

27 reregister by mail. This service charge shall be used to cover 

- ---~- ,--- -- ----- --~-~ ---
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I the cost of hnndlihg and pootage to mail the registration 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

receipt and insignia to the applicant. The Highway DePlrtment: 

may issue and promulgate procedures to cover the timely 

application fur and issuance of registration receipts and 

insignia by mail." 

Section 3. The importance of this legislatiort and the 

crowded condition of the calendars in both houses'create an 

emerGency and an imperative-public necessity that the 

constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
-

days jn each house ~e suspended. and this rule 1s hereby suepended, 

11 and that thia hct take effect and be in force frOm and after its 

12 passage, and it 18 80 enacted. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 
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