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UPSHU&GDUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

GILMER, TEXAS

March 16, 1987

Commissionens Court met in emergency Session with all membens present.

Judge Dean stated that the reason for the meeting was 1o discuss the
funding of the trnial for Jerny MeFadden that is schedulfed to be held
in Befl County Manch 30, 1987. He astated that the District Judge
and County Sheniff§ had nequested $ 500,000.00 forn the trnial, This
{8 1o pay for attorney fees, motel rooms, meals, jury fees, ete.
Judge PDean said that Upshur County does not have the money at this
tame to budget fon the trial, He ashed Sheraiff Jewhes {or his Lideas
on this subjfect.

Sheniff Dale Jewkes said that §inst the taxpayers of Upshun County
shoutd be made awanre of why they are being ashed to pay fon the
thial fon McFadden. He explained that unden the present system, the
accused person has a night to be nepresented by counsel even though
he has no money. The special prosecutor was hirned because most
aftorneys do not have the experdience to try this type case and the
change of venue was necessary 2o preclude the possibility of a
mestnial. He stated that even though a change of venue wilf double
the cost it As still the county's nresponsibility., He said by his
estimates Lt wifl cost the county at Least one million and possibly
two miflion. Gaddis Lindsey Auﬂgeated the county go to the Governon
and Legislatune to try to get the funds for the trial. Judge Dean
hesponded that he and other commissoners had falhed to Representative
Bill Hoflowellf and he suggested the court contact the Governor and
othen people in the State Government. Distnict Attorney, 0. W. Loyd,
stated that he had been in contact with the Governons 0ffice and his
staff wene inm the process of cheching with othens as to the dinection
to go for financing. He said the Governor's 0ffice had said there
might be a grant available for this purpose. He added that thene

was neally no way to estimate the cost forn the trial and the people
0of Upshun County wifl have to get prepared for this kind of case as
he does not see an end to them,

Wood County Commissioner Weldon Woodard had some comments on thein
tax nate as compared to Upshur County's. He and Commissionen Glen
Bevill attended the meeting just as interested parnties.

Judge Dean made a motion to nequest the Distnict Judge to postpone
the tniaf fon 30 on 60 days so the county wifl have time to seek i
gunding fon the trnial. Motion seconded by Gaddis Lindsey. Motion carnied.

Judge Dean presented a nesolution to the count authoniziqg.the
Distrnict Attoaney to seek and accept funding grom the Caiminal
Justice Péivision of the State of Texas. Copy attached.

Tommy Eatheaton suggested the people of Upshur County contact
peeple in the state goveanment and ask for help also.

Motion by Gaddis Lindsey seconded by Bilt Loggins o adjourn. Motion
carnied.
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RESOLVED:

That on this the 16th day of March, 1987, the Commissioners' Court

of Upshur County, Texas, hereby acknowledges

County Prosecution Assistance and authorizes

ic's support of the Upshur

the District Attorney to

seek and accept funding from the Criminal Justice Division, State of Texas,

for the Project during the Fiscal Year 1987-88.
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